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Submissions for
ICSEI 2020 in
Morocco close on
15 June – see
page 5 for details!

A message from ICSEI's President, Kim Schildkamp
As ICSEI’s President, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the ICSEI community and to the
Marrakesh conference in 2020 and to the Auckland conference in 2021.
ICSEI is a unique organization because we bring together policy makers, practitioners
and researchers from around the globe to develop knowledge, policies, and practices
focused on improving the quality and equity of education. Discussion and debate are crucial
in improving education. We need to critically engage with new and innovative ideas if we
want to make our educational organizations more effective. What policies need to be in
place to support quality and equity? How does policy influence educational practice? What
are urgent questions from educators that researchers need to address? How can educators
learn from research?
Improving the quality and equity of education also
means that networking is important. ICSEI is the
home of several active networks. Important
resources, such as knowledge on how to make
educational organizations more effective, travel
through these networks and the relationships that
people have formed throughout our congresses.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Making educational organizations places of high quality and equity also implies
that evidence plays an important role. Therefore, one of ICSEI's main purpose is
also to conduct and promote research. At our annual congress, and also in
between congresses, different ways of conducting research and different sources
of evidence are discussed. We discuss and debate innovative ideas, the latest
research evidence, practitioner-based evidence, practices and strategies. How
we can use all these different sources of evidence to improve education is one of
our central questions.
ICSEI is also a global organization. We would like to disseminate our knowledge
worldwide. We have a standing committee on communications and knowledge
sharing, working on, for example, our website, newsletters, and other
publications. Moreover, as a global organization we strive to organize our
conference at a different continent every year, to give policymakers, practitioners
and researchers from around the globe access to everything we have learned
collectively. I would like to stress that we welcome people from diverse
backgrounds. Diversity and generational renewal is an important goal of our
organization, and our standing committee on diversity and generation renewal is
striving to make ICSEI even more international and diverse.
I am very honored to be the first ICSEI president to take our conference to
Africa. It is my pleasure to invite you to our conference in Marrakesh.An ICSEI
member at the Stavanger congress in 2019 stated: “In ICSEI I have found a
home”. If you are already an ICSEI member, I would like to say welcome home in
Marrakesh. If Marrakesh is going to be your first ICSEI conference, I hope you
feel welcome, and I invite you to become part of this amazing group of policy
makers, practitioners, and researchers.
I am very much looking forward to learning from the diverse voices that will be
present at this congress, and to engage with the rich and diverse Moroccan
community. I am also looking forward to hearing from a diverse group of keynote
speakers, including Aicha Bah Diallo, the former Minister of Education in
Guinea, Kathryn Riley Professor of Urban Education at UCL, and Kouider
Mokhtari, Professor of Literacy Education at The University of Texas at Tyler.
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At ICSEI 2020 in Marrakesh we will have a lot to discuss around questions related to key
themes such as:
·
Education and youth empowerment;
·
School improvement and career readiness;
·
Inclusive education for migrants and refugees;
·
School leadership and improving education for marginalized groups;
·
Improving instructional practice;
·
The role of policy makers, researchers and practitioners in promoting school
change
But our journey does not end in Morocco, we will keep on traveling to share and
disseminate our knowledge. ICSEI 2021 will be organized in Auckland, New Zealand.A
common challenge across the world is how to improve not only achievement alongside
equity, but also how to strengthen learner outcomes in relation to multiple valued
educational purposes including knowledge, skills, attitudes, values and competencies. The
ICSEI 2021 conference will therefore focus on joining the dots between achievement and
equity, and between academic, intra-personal and interpersonal learning, as well as
between parts of the education system in order that teachers, leaders, scholars and policy
people might more effectively address learners’ achievement and wellbeing. Another great
conference to look forward to!
I believe together we can improve the quality and equity of education around the world, and
I am looking forward to meeting and interacting with you all in Marrakesh and Auckland!

Kim Schildkamp
ICSEI president

Do you have contributions for the
next newsletter? Email Trista
Hollweck at tholl075@uottawa
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Morocco 2020 Update
33rd ICSEI Congress
Education, youth empowerment, and sustainable development:
Collaboration between the Global South and North to improve education
quality.
Marrakesh, January 06 – 10, 2020

Please join us in Marrakesh to help generate a new agenda of Global North and South
collaboration targeted at school improvement, youth empowerment, and sustainable
development.
The conference will be hosted by the Moroccan Center for Civic Education and the
Ministry of Education, Training, and Scientific Research. This will be the first time the
conference is being held in Africa. The time is right for such an encounter because it
occurs at a juncture when Africa and other developing nations seek genuine
collaboration to achieve sustainable quality school improvement for all.
ICSEI colleagues have thrived as change makers thanks to the influence of this
international network. ICSEI 2020 Marrakesh is about accelerating the expansion of
this network to include more policy makers, academics, and practitioners from
developing countries.
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Morocco 2020 Update
The ICSEI 2020 theme - Education, Youth Empowerment, and Sustainable
Development: Collaboration between the Global North and South to Improve Education
Quality– is key for educators and policy makers across the Globe. Whether you are from
a developing or developed nation, we invite you to explore and share educational
solutions that can improve young people’s academic and life chances by equipping them
with the confidence, tools and dispositions to succeed.
The conference’s five cross-cutting themes are designed to help unpack the
interrelations of quality education, youth empowerment, and sustainable development
through the lenses of effective early childhood education; teacher capacity; values
education, school leadership, and school governance.
ICSEI’s community of educational researchers, policy makers, and practitioners
recognizes that that educational challenges as well as opportunities are increasingly
transnational. ICSEI 2020 in Africa recognizes the border-crossing nature of the 21st
century opportunities and threats in their relationship with schools. It will, therefore,
provide the space for exchange, learning, and collaboration between high and low to
middle income educators to create enduring personal and institutional partnerships
targeted at continuous educational improvement for all.

Click here for
more information
on submitting a
proposal.
The deadline is
June 15, 2019

Latest news
On Tuesday 26 March 2019, the Moroccan Center for Civic Education signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with Dr. Said Amzazi, Minister of Education, Training,
and Scientific Research to collaborate in organizing ICSEI 2020 in Marrakesh.
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Executive Director Update
ICSEI has been very busy since the very successful Stavanger Congress in January.
Feedback from participants was very positive, which is a testament to the
exceptional organization of the Norway team. Participants were especially pleased
with the venue and logistics, network meetings, social events and school and preschool visits. The keynote presentations and master classes were exceptional and
many participants described them as ‘compelling’, ‘informative’, ‘engaging’ and
‘inspirational’. Members provided many excellent suggestions for future congresses
which will be taken into consideration in the planning of the upcoming congresses in
Marrakesh, Morocco (2020) and Auckland, New Zealand (2021).

New Website!

The new ICSEI website was launched with updated information on the ICSEI Board,
networks, partners and the upcoming Morocco 2020 Congress in Marrakesh.
Currently, network leads and the organizing committee are working collaboratively to
organize the proposal review process. Co-Chairs Elarbi Imadi and Mohammed
Elmeski and their team are working tirelessly to make Morocco 2020 another
outstanding success for ICSEI.
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ICSEI News- Executive Director Update
The ICSEI Board has established a new Standing Committee on Registration and
Membership, chaired by Board member Pierre Tulowitzki, to review and improve
ICSEI’s conference registration and membership management systems. In preparation
for the 2020 Congress, ICSEI is conducting a pilot of Conftool software for
conference registration, proposal submission, proposal review and program scheduling.
The committee is also making recommendations to the Board for updated membership
policies related to the transition to not for profit status and a renewed governance
structure. Stay tuned for more announcements in the coming weeks.
It was wonderful to see so many ICSEI members at the AERA Invited Session on
Monday, April 8, 2019. Entitled Extending Improvement and Effectiveness:
Combining effective strategies for, within, between and beyond schools. The
session was organized by President Elect Chris Chapman, and chaired by President
Kim Schildkamp. Thank you to all organizers, presenters & attendees!
Doris McWhorter
Executive Director

Joint ICSEI Board Meeting in Stavanger, Norway
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Network Spotlight: Educational Leadership
‘Our world is changing so quickly, so presently and so radically that our
future is simultaneously becoming our past even as we dither.’
Debra Kidd, 2015
With the speed that global landscapes are changing and evolving, the need for leaders to be
able to respond to changing economic, social and political landscapes gains increasing
urgency. The work of the Educational Leadership Network over the past year has been around
exploring the varying institutional, societal and geographical contexts educational leadership is
practiced within, and the demands, challenges and opportunities that can be unique and
shared between them.
Since its inception, the Educational Leadership Network has been for leaders at all levels: in
practice, policy and research. The network is open to and facilitates collaboration between
everyone interested in matters of management and leadership in the educational realm.
The purpose of the network is to:
·
Share and advance the creation of knowledge in the field of educational leadership,
drawing on perspectives from around the globe.
·
Facilitate networking and collaboration between professionals, policy makers, and
researchers in the field of educational leadership.
·
Offer a unique platform for discussion, dialogue, support, debate and collaboration
between interested groups.
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Educational Leadership Network Update
Reflecting this purpose and changing global landscapes, at the 2019 congress in
Stavanger, Norway, the Educational Leadership network focused on contextual and
sectoral leadership needs and demands around the world. This took the form of an
innovative symposium in collaboration with the Early Childhood Education and Care
Network, with presentations and panel discussions that included presenters from around
the world, and round table discussions with attendees. Our aim was to stimulate
discussion around leadership demands when working for effectiveness and improvement,
and the sharing of exemplification of this from dynamic contexts around the world. We
saw collaboration and the formulation of networks between delegates from Norway,
Latvia, Sweden, Hong Kong, Denmark, Germany, and the United States, and we were
able to include thirteen virtual participants in the discussion too.

At our 2019 business meeting in Stavanger, we welcomed a large number of new and
familiar delegates spanning school based professionals, policy makers, and researchers
who were able to come together to discuss their own contexts and professional roles and
interests, as well as explore how we can further develop the network to ensure it
facilitates collaboration between interested groups in an effective and sustainable way
between congresses.
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To follow on from our successful symposium and network meeting, the Educational
Leadership Network will be creating a virtual online platform to continue and extend these
discussions as well as through Twitter Slow Chats and Webinars during 2019 and follow up
symposia at ICSEI 2020. We hope the development of an online virtual space will offer
those with an interest in educational leadership a platform for sharing, connecting and
learning through a global network.

‘No profession can serve people effectively if its members do not share and
exchange knowledge about their expertise.’
Hargreaves & O'Connor, 2018

Interested in submitting a proposal for our symposium
focusing on the role of leadership for schools
serving marginalized communities?
Deadline for abstracts is May 24, 2019
Follow us on Twitter:
@EDLEADNetwork
The Educational Leadership Network remains committed to strengthening collaboration
between ICSEI members, networks and interested groups and will continue to explore
innovative ways of doing so. If you are interested in getting involved, get in touch with the
network co-coordinators.
Paul Campbell
pcampbell91@gmail.com (Twitter: @PCampbell91)
Jacob Easley II, Ph.D.
drjeasleyii@gmail.com (Twitter: @Drje2)
E. Dominique Kiein
Dominque.klein@uni-due.de (Twitter: @E_D_Klein)
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ICSEI & the Gonski Institute

ICSEI and Gonski symposium on the future of national assessment in Australia
On March 12, the Gonski Institute together with ICSEI hosted a symposium on the future of
NAPLAN (The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) and the My School
website. The day was opened by the director of the Gonski Institute Professor Adrian Piccoli
and by Lila Mularczyk. Parts of the NAPLAN assessments were administered to the
attendees, who received the same strict instructions as students do. Making the assessment
turned out not to be that easy, and this led to a discussion on the quality of the assessment.
Next, ICSEI board members, Kim Schildkamp, Pasi Sahlberg, and Andy Hargreaves
presented their views on the use of national assessments, based on their experience with
projects around the world (e.g., Finland, The Netherlands, Sweden, Belgium, Scotland, the
USA, Canada). This was followed by presentations from Dennis Alonso (UNSW Sydney)
and Rachel Wilson (University of Sydney) who shared their research results on (the use of)
national assessment in Australia. After that, building on the presentations and conversations
in the morning, the group tried to identify the core of the problem currently in Australia. While
doing this they looked at both positive and negative aspects of current national student
assessment policy and practice using lessons from other countries. The last hours of the
day were spent on thinking about Reimagining NAPLAN: What should happen next in
Australia?
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The discussions and feedback of this day were used as input for a submission to the
COAG NAPLAN Reporting Review. Recommendations included: A national assessment
and reporting system should have a single clearly defined purpose; A national
assessment and reporting system should be based on scientific sampling and have a
positive effect on student learning, wellbeing and equity in education, and; A national
assessment and reporting system should provide rich, accurate and timely information to
the community, school systems and the government.

Want to learn more? Check out these UNSW links:

Gonski Institute for
Education calls for
scrapping of NAPLAN
(March 21, 2019)

Gonski review steers away
from the damage of
NAPLAN (May 1, 2018)

See you in Marrakesh, Morocco!
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Reflections on ICSEI in Vancouver – Ten Years Later
On January 4 2009, in the midst of a
record snow fall, delegates from over
50 countries descended on Vancouver
to be part of the International
Congress of School Effectiveness and
Improvement annual convening. When
we were asked to chair the program
with the BCSSA as the organizing
committee, we knew that this was a
unique opportunity to bring some of
the best thinkers in the world of school
improvement to British Columbia and
to showcase some of the strong work
of BC educators.

The theme for 2009 was New Departures for a Learning World of Equity and Quality
riffing on the Diana Krall song Departure Bay. Our gift to each of the speakers was a CD of
her newest album at that time. Listening to her music still brings great pleasure and special
memories of ICSEI 2009.

One of the expectations of ICSEI is that international
delegates get a chance to experience some local
culture. The excursion that Lynne Tomlinson
organized to the Hiwus feasthouse at the top of
Grouse Mountain was definitely a highlight. Lynne
buckling large numbers of unprepared delegates into
snow shoes in the midst of a blizzard and then
watching serious academics like Vivianne Robinson
and Helen Timperley dancing in the feasthouse are
experiences we will never forget. Also memorable
were the comments by Swedish educators who toured
Strathcona Elementary School in Vancouver. They
said the school was filled with burning hearts – high
praise for the passion and dedication of the staff.
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Another of the expectations of ICSEI is that hosting the congress will lead to positive
impacts for the host community. From our perspective, ICSEI 2009 did lead to a number
of positive impacts for British Columbia.
The Ministry of Education was an important partner in ICSEI and with the support of then
Superintendent of Liaison, Sherri Mohoruk, twenty-five BC educators not only attended
the Congress, they also provided a number of sessions focused on the ways in which BC
schools are addressing the challenges of equity and quality. David Istance, the lead in the
OECD/CERI research study on Innovative Learning Environments(ILE), was part of the
group who attended a number of the BC school sessions. He was impressed by the
caliber of educators he met and by the ways in which inquiry networks were supporting
innovative practices.
Shortly afterwards, David invited us to attend a meeting of the group involved in the ILE
study and that was the start of BC’s involvement culminating with the publication of The
OECD Handbook for Innovative Learning Environments in 2017.

Click here for the study on Innovative
Learning Environments (ILE)

The OECD
ILE
Handbook

Through this connection a number of BC colleagues became involved in the ILE
work from submitting case studies to attending international gatherings of the ILE
countries. Through their involvement in ICSEI and the ILE study, BC educators are
creating new connections with colleagues around the world. From presentations at
ICSEI in Cyprus, Malmo, Singapore, Malaysia, Ottawa and Stavanger, BC
educators are becoming a strong presence in the international educational
community. Through the connections with the ILE work, there is now a large group
of schools in Barcelona using the spiral of inquiry to change the experiences of
learners in Catalonia.

Spiral of
Inquiry
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We haven’t always had a strong culture of study tours in BC. This has
changed. Over the past ten years BC has hosted study tours for educators and
researchers from Australia, New Zealand, England, Sweden, Barcelona,
Switzerland, Germany, the US and the Netherlands. With the support of the
BC Principals and Vice Principals Association, school leaders from BC are
participating in the LEAP exchange program. BC educators – and a high
school student - have taken centre stage for the past two years at the NOII
NSW and Queensland annual symposia.

Check out the
LEAP (Leading
Educators
Around the
Planet)
Application
here!

Network of
Inquiry and
Innovation
(NOII) NSW

ICSEI 2009 also sparked debate and then action in BC connected to innovation and
curriculum. The flames of possibility that were kindled by the provocation of keynote speakers
and the relationships that were formed subsequently influenced the substantive provincial
curriculum redesign.
ICSEI 2009 started in a snow storm, created some
very special memories, opened up many
opportunities, sparked new thinking and action –
and helped propel us towards a learning world of
quality and equity. The journey is far from over.

Check out BC's
New Curriculum
here

See you in Marrakesh and Auckland.
Judy Halbert and Linda Kaser
Co-Chairs ICSEI 2009
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