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ICSEI 2019 Stavanger, Norway

ICSEI 2019 brought
about 800 people to Stavanger,
Norway in the midst of January. 47
countries were represented. Some
of the delegates had a fairly short
distance to travel, for instance from
neighboring Sweden, but others
traveled far, for instance from
Nigeria, South Korea, and China.

Some of the delegates had chosen to take part in visits to Early Childhood
Education Centers (ECEC) or to schools the day before the congress officially
started, and from the feedback we have received, this was a highlight! Eleven
ECECs and 18 schools opened their doors to visitors attending ICSEI. We
were able to learn more about educational goals and practices, and to observe
and talk to children and adolescents as they went about their daily work.
Norway is currently reforming the national curriculum to promote deep learning
and inquiry based learning, and to promote collaborative school development.
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ICSEI is well known for its emphasis on policy and practice, and research that
supports policy and practice. This congress was no exception to that. There
were 293 presentations to choose between, and six masterclasses that took
place after the Closing Ceremony:

Poster: 19
Innovate: 9
Papers: 200
Symposium: 38
Workshop: 24
Learning Walkthrough: 3
Masterclasses: 6

All of the ICSEI networks were involved in the selection of presentations in addition to a
group organized by the University of Stavanger.

Innovations at ICSEI 2019
This was the first time that ICSEI included “learning walkthroughs” and we are so
pleased that three were developed and carried out. A learning walkthrough is
something like a symposium, but with more and interactive presentations, because
the audience can walk around to the different posters and discuss with the authors.
There can also be a closing discussion.
Another innovation that was tested during ICSEI 2019, were the ICSEI special
sessions. The ICSEI Specials modeled the main theme of the conference: Bringing
together. The steering committee facilitated these sessions and summed up the
findings for further learning. The ICSEI Specials were organized as four parallels. The
themes of the four parallels were broadly based on the ICSEI networks: 1) Early
Childhood, 2) Leadership, 3) Teaching and Professional Learning, 4) Data Use. Each
of the sessions discussed central questions.
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Fun times at ICSEI 2019!
President of ICSEI Andy Hargreaves left his mark on ICSEI by introducing
“The President’s Choice”. For this year’s ICSEI, the president chose a format
which he called “Extreme After Dinner Speakers Series”. This was the very
first session after the Congress dinner and took place from 0900-1030 on the
Friday morning. Seven people who were all attending ICSEI, were invited to
give an 8-minute talk on whatever topic they liked. They were introduced by
the President and accompanied onto the stage by a musical choice they had
made themselves (performed by Fredrik Skår, University of Stavanger).

Being a member of ICSEI and
attending ICSEI worldwide, is a
thoroughly engaging social way of
life. The Norway organizing
committee knew that ICSEI
delegates like to dance! More than
400 delegates took part in the
ICSEI dinner at Hall Toll in
Stavanger and most of them defied
the crowds and hit the dance floor.
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KEYNOTE
SPEAKERS
ICSEI 2019
The very first speaker
was Peter DeWitt who gave
a talk right before the
congress opened during a
per-conference session. Jan
Egeland, secretary general
of the Norwegian Research
Council, painted a bigger
picture of the global situation
our educational systems are
a part of and are working
within. He brought refugees
straight into our hearts and
thoughts. Maggie
MacDonnell gave an
inspirational keynote with an
in-depth look into the work
which made her the winner
of the Global Teacher Prize
2017. Professor Kathy
Silva taught us more about
quality in early childhood and
effects this has on children’s
quality of life and
development. Our final
keynote speaker was
professor Amanda Datnow,
longtime ICSEI member.
Amanda contributed
substantially to our
understanding of how data
can assist in decisions that
promote equity in schools.
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Foundation
Years
Researcher
and
Practitioner
Forum
EXPERIENCES FROM A
LOCAL ORGANISER’S
PERSPECTIVE- Anne Mette
Færøyvik Karlsen
In his inspiring lecture“Educational
Research: Making it practical so it can
be impactful”, Dr. Peter DeWitt
highlighted a number of topics that are
highly relevant for scholars who would
like their research to make an impact in
the field of practitioners. Pointing at the
disconnection between the research
field and the field of practitioners, he
provided several practical examples for
narrowing this gap. He emphasized the
importance of digital approaches to get
the message out, like blogs and
YouTube. His session was organised as a
workshop with discussions and
practical activities. Working in pairs, the
participants made a short presentation
of their projects and video recorded it
with mobiles. Then Peter encouraged all
of us to publish our presentations on
YouTube!
In the following round table session, the
discussions centred on the core topic:
How can researchers get their research
into the hands – and minds – of
practitioners? Veteran ICSEI members
led the discussions of small groups,
including PhD-students, practitioners,
researchers and other participants. The
pre-conference became a unique
opportunity to discuss research with
leading scholars and peers, build
networks and gain new knowledge.
During the pre-conference, I was
impressed by the positive attitude and
energy from participants as well as
veteran ICSEI members. I really see
forward to the pre-conference in
Marrakesh next year!

Peter DeWitt
The Foundation Years Forum was the perfect way for PhD students and
other early career professionals to kick off ICSEI 2019 in Norway. Dr
Peter de Witt gave an impressive presentation that made the case for
early career researchers to share their research findings with the world.
He then challenged us to do an impromptu video recording of our current
work in progress and tweet it if we dare! Although the prospect of
tweeting it was a step too far for me, Peter’s encouragement to identify
the core idea at the heart of my research and attempt to state it clearly for
video really helped move my own thinking forward. At the same time,
watching the playback was encouraging and revealed how I could
improve the message.
In addition to Peter’s workshop, the Forum provided a great opportunity to
meet and connect with senior researchers and practitioners in the field
and break the ice with other early career attendees. The opportunity to be
seek advice from ICSEI luminaries was amazing and it was very helpful to
meet other early career attendees who were working through similar
issues. Just as importantly, the Forum ensured we all had a few more
familiar faces to bump into during the main conference. Trista Hollweck
did an amazing job organising the Forum, bringing together both an
inspiring speaker as well as seasoned mentors. I can’t wait for Morocco
2020!
Jordana Hunter
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